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International School of Music Opens Doors to DC Community 
School Offers Instruction/ or Children and Adults a/ all Levels 
B)"AJexandar Serda r 

With a shout Of"YL'S" and a big jump 
for joy. ten year old Chi Chang added 
another trophy to his growing collection 
of musical accomplishments . This lime 
the trophy was fur first place in the 
Concerto Competition, and il joins the 
seven other trophies he's collectcxl in hi.. 
four years of playing the violin. " It is 
exciting to sec how much charisma and 
confidence he has developed studying his 
violin," said his mother. "There is a real 
joyfulness in his playing. Sometimes. he 
'" ill play for hours on his own. without 
any prompting from us. lie- just really 
enjoys it." 

Inspiring stories breathe life into us. 
They give us hope, help us to dream. 
laugh. cry and live. Such is the case with 
music studen ts at the new International 
School of Mu.sic (ISM). Their stories urc 
different. Their lifestyles are different. 
But they share a common bond- their 
love of making music has sign ificantly 
impacted their lives, and the lives cft hosc 
around them. 

"Starting children in music early is 
very important to nurturing their gro wth,' 
says Inja Stanic, the foundcro f lSM. "The 

car is the first sensory organ 10 develop. 
and research shows that the sounds and 
music have a direct connection to bruin 
development. The active experience of 
music in the beginning ofhfc will greatly 
effect all parts of human development 
and thus to a larger extent our immediate 
society." 

Many CXpt.'TtS believe that studying 
music has been shown to enhance chil­
dren's performance in math and other 
subjects. increase expressiveabilities, fos­
tcr creativity. develop discipline and it 

sense of self-worth, and promote cooper­
ation. Nut only is playing music fun, par­
ents and teachers have found that music 
participation can have a beneficial and 
long la...ung impact UII a child's self disci­
pline and confidence. In addition, music 
study has imrin...ic value and lead.. to life. 
long enriched experience. 

"International School of Music (ISM) 
is a school dedicated specifically to the 
education of thewhole child mind-hody­
spirit", Ms.Stanic said "The heart of the 
mission of the ISM is to provide the finest 
and the absolute h~'St age-appropriate edu­
cation in music. for children of all ages 
and their families, in an environment, 
which is warm. nurturing and stimulating 

to the learning process." 
Ms. Stank, an internationally known 

musician. performer and pedagogue. has 
personallyexperiencedthe many benefits 
ofmusical training. She studied piano for 
10 years in Belgrade. Yugoslavia before 
arriving in this country- at age 17 with 
rnu...ic as her only medium of expression. 
After graduating from the University of 
Maryland School of Music and acquiring 
a master's of music degree from 
American University on scholarship, she 
taught piano at the American University 
Preparatory, Montgomery College, 
Holton-Arms and other music institu­
tions. She has performed at numerous 
emba..sics. the National Theater, 
Montgomery Symphony Orchcsua, and 
on Voice of America and NPR. She has 
published numerous articles in intema­
tional music journals and recorded music 
from Latin America and her home coun­
try of Yugoslavia. 

Inspired by European and Asian music 
schools, ISM provides a unique. well 
rounded curriculum that includes individ­
ual private lessons in most instruments 
and voice, solfege, ear-training, theo ry. 
chambe... music, and composition. The 
school currently offers teaching in voice, 

piano, guitar. cello. violin. viola. drums, 
oboe, harp, saxophone. clarinet. flute, 
j37.7., song-writing. composition. and the­
ory, to students of all levels and ages. In 
addition to individua l lessons, the school 
offers early childhood c1u.....\I,.'S for children 
of 18 months to five years old that arc 
intended to introduce themto music. 

''The washingt on DC area deserves the 
highest quality musical education. and I 
am thrilled that so many distinguisheed 
music teachers want to be a pan of Ihis 
program," said Ms.Stamc. "Leading 
young people through their musical 
growt h experience is tremendously 
rewarding. It requires creativity, persist­
encc. analytical skills and solid personal 
musical competence, which ISM possess­
es. It is amazing how gifted teachers can 
tum young people's lives around through 
music. I am tilled withjuy when I hcur lind 
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see wonderful music making by 
young people here at ISM . 
Success of our teachers means 
thai more youngsters will find 
the same wonderment in making 
music that they found." 

ISM's distinguished faculty 
includes some of the 
Washington's most pro minent 
musicians, as well as internation­
ally known pe rformers. ISM 
consists of 22 faculty members. 
and its faculty and students hail 
from numerous countries. 
including Singapore. Taiwan. 
China, Thailand. Korea. France, 
Spain. Russia. and others. ISM 's 
fac ulty membersarc highly qual­
ified and talented performersand 
teachers with worldwide concert 
and pedagogical experience. All 
faculty hold masters and doctor­
ate degrees from the most 
respectedmusical conservatories 
around the world, and are dedi­
cated and passionate about their 
art and teaching. Teachers are 
members of numerous local and 
national music guilds and a.ssoci­
etions such a.s MTNA, MMTA, 
National Federation of 

Mu.sicians. ASTA, Royal School 
of Music, National Piano 
Guild/American College of 
Musicians. 

In add ition, the ISM serves 
the needs of adults who wish to 
pursue music for their own 
enj oy ment as well as profes­
siona ls who seek to refine their 
mus ical skills or add new ones . 
Many adults have found that 
learning to play a musical 
inst ru ment is a st imulating , 
cha lleng ing and rewarding way 
to release stress and be 
invo lved in the creative and 
recreational experience of this 
life-enrich ing pursuit. 

Chang, an adult taking les­
sons at ISM, said: " I am working 
towards something I've always 
wanted to do, and there is a great 
feeling of accomplishment in 
that. I get inspired by listening to 
great musicians and holding onto 
the vision that someday that may 
be me playing-maybe not in 
Carnegie Hall. but somewhere 
else. I would just love to be able 
to play for my church or for 
friends. Tha t's my hope. I am 
moving ahead and acco mplish­
ing something. and that feels 
great',' says Chang. 

Starting in the spring of2oo5, 
ISM will be a sponsor of the new 
center for the Bethesda National 
Piano Guild Auditions/American 

College of Musicians. The audi­
tions provide students an oppor­
tunity to perform in front of 
judges, who review each stu­
dent's work and provide a certifi­
cate/diploma of his or her level of 
accomplishment. Ms.Stanic is 
currently the Chairman of the 
Bethesda chapter of the National 
Piano Guild Auditions. 

"If you are ready for a high­
quality school that is also warm­
hearted, playful, supportive, 
spontaneous, inspiring, hard­
working, and creative . .. then ISM 
is the place for you. We can open 
cars and minds, and fill your soul 
with new possibilities", said Inja 
Stanic. "And the possibilit ies 
keep on multiplying. You may 

find yourself discovering a pas­
sion for singing, playing violin or 
cello, or jazz, Whatever your 
choices, you will be part of a 
community that cares about all 
the ways your musical personali­
ty can emerge." 

For more infonnation. readers 
can visit website www.ismw.org. 
orca1l 3QI-657-lJ763. 




